
CONtraflow 2025 

Programming by Track 

Art: 
Sanity Through Crafting, Friday, 3pm, Panel Room 1 – Unity Rains, Rebecca Smith, Lucy Ferry
So You Want to Be a Toy Designer? - Friday, 4pm, Panel Room 1 -Robby Musso 
Artist GOH Showcase, Friday, 9pm, Panel Room 1 – Tedd Walley
Puppet Making Workshop, Saturday, 3pm-5pm, Panel Rm 2 - Bryan Jones
Men's Fashion for the Artist, Writer, or Time Traveler – Saturday, 9pm, Panel Room 3 -Steven Harper
Chain Mail Workshop, Sunday, 11am-1pm, Panel Rm 2 – Bryan Jones
Drawing for Kids... or Beginning Artists of Any Age – Sunday, 2pm, Panel Room 2 – supplies will be 
provided. Steven Harper 
AI; A Menace to Art and Literature? Sunday, 4pm, Panel Room 1 – Cory Doctorow, Tedd Walley, 
Robby Musso
Bitchin' Stitch – Sunday, 4pm, Panel Room 2 Bring your needlework projects to this gathering for 
decompression and crafting. Unity Rains 

Comics: 
Holding Out for a Hero, Friday, 3pm, What makes a hero? A character study of heroes and the ever-
changing concept of bravery, from history to comic books.  Sarah Fisher, Jason Fisher
Marvel Phase Whatever, Do We Care Anymore? - Friday, 6pm, Panel Room 3 - Rob Cerio, Andrew 
Myers, John Holland, Michael Scott 
The Worst Comic Book Movies Ever Made, Saturday, 11am, Event One – Charlie Brown
How to Draw for Comics – Saturday, 2pm, Panel Room 2 - Steven Harper 
What Comics Should I Be Reading Now? Saturday, 3pm, Event One – Steven Harper, John Holland, 
John Slade, Tedd Walley
Creating Your Own Comic - Saturday, 6pm, Panel Room 2 -John Holland, Steven Harper, John Slade, 
Tedd Walley 
Superheroes and The Law, Revisited - Saturday, 7pm, Event Two - Rob Cerio, Raymond Boudreau, 
Louise Herring-Jones, Frank Schiavo 

Contests: 
Khaaaantest, Saturday, 1pm, Panel Room 3 – Adam Rivas
Attempt your best rendition of Captain Kirk's famous shout in Star Trek II: The Wrath of Khan.
Name That Tune; Sci Fi Edition – Saturday, 6pm, Event Two - Brian Smith, Tracie Smith
Costume Contest - Saturday, Event One, 6-7pm (run through and pre-judging 5-6pm) Nova Pena (MC)
Mathilda Look Alike Contest, Saturday, 9pm, Event 1 – Tedd Walley
Do you have what it takes to be chosen as the best rendition of Tedd Walley's creation, Mathilda?
Jojo Posing Competition, Saturday, 10pm, Panel Room 3 – Lucy Ferry
Name That Kaiju, Sunday, 2pm, Event One – Prizes for those who know their kaiju!  – Eric McCord, 
Tristan McCord, Mike Guerber
Charles N Brown Memorial Hawaiian Shirt Contest – Sunday, Event One, 3-4pm Jessica Styons (MC)
The late editor of Locus Magazine, Charles N. Brown, was known for his penchant for Hawaiian 
shirts.  Show off your wildest Hawaiian style shirt.  All species welcome!

Cosplay: 
Building a Cosplay First Aid Kit for Cons, Friday, 7pm, Panel Room 1 – Scars and Garters Cosplay
What is Lolita? - Introduction to Japan's Cutest Fashion – Saturday, 10am, Panel Room 1 – Dreams of 



Pancakes
Cosplayers vs Costumers, Saturday, 12pm, Panel Room 1 – Differences and similarities. Why both are 
good for the community -Scars and Garters Cosplay, Molly Mayhem, Corgieclipse
Cheap Cosplay Alternatives, Saturday, 3pm, Panel Room 3 – Scars and Garters Cosplay, Corgieclipse
How To Build A Lolita Coordinate Using The Kite Method - Saturday, 10pm, Panel Room 1– Dreams 
of Pancakes
Create Your Own Content (18+) - Saturday, Midnight, Panel Room 1 – Molly Mayhem
Preparing A Go Bag For The Disabled, Lolitas, and Cosplayers – Sunday, 1pm, Event One – Dreams of
Pancakes

DeepSouthCon 63:
So This is Your First DeepSouthCon? Friday, 3pm, Event One – Brandy Bolgeo, Janice Liang, Randy 
Cleary
Fanzines: Past, Present and Future, Friday, 6pm, Panel Room 2 – Toni Weisskopf, Gary Robe, Randy 
Cleary
Church of the Lager and the Bagel, Friday, 11pm, Panel Room 2 – Rebecca Smith Come hear the 
mysteries of the faith of the LSU Science Fiction and Fantasy Association whose trinity was the Lager, 
Bagel and Holy Crawfish.
How the Hell Did I Get Mixed Up In This? - Fan GOH Interview, Saturday 12pm, Event One – Jason 
Fisher, Sarah Fisher, Frank Schiavo (interviewer)
Hearts Championship of the Known Universe, Saturday, 12pm, Hospitality Suite
Alfred Richard Memorial, Saturday, 4pm, Panel Room 1 – John Allen, Jamie Elston, Liz Meinert, 
Lewis D'aubin
Rebel and Phoenix Awards – Saturday, 4pm, Event Two, First given in 1965, the Rebel is awarded to a 
fan who has made major contributions to Southern cons and fandom. The Phoenix, since 1970, is 
awarded to a pro who has been a great support to Southern Fandom.  We will also be awarding 
CONtraflow's Fleur de Fan. 
Guy H Lillian III Memorial, Saturday, 7pm, Panel Room 1 – Rose-Marie Lillian, Randy Cleary
Southern Fandom Confederation Meeting – Sunday, 10am, Panel Room 1 - Annual meeting of the 
membership of the club affiliated with the DeepSouthCon.  Membership in the SFC is separate from 
CONtraflow 11/DSC 63 membership, but non-members may attend.   
DeepSouthCon Meeting – Sunday, 11am, Panel Room 1 – Held to decide the location of the 2027 
DeepSouthCon.
Memorial Presentation, Sunday, 12pm, Event One – Frank Schiavo, Unity Rains For those in Gulf 
Coast Fandom who have left us since the last CONtraflow.
Growing Up Fannish, Sunday, 1pm, Panel Room 1 – Jessica Styons, Lucy Ferry, Brandy Bolgeo, Pam 
Hills
Museum of Outdated Convention Amenities, Sunday, 4pm, Event One – Rebecca Smith, Ann Neagle, 
Michael Scott, Gary Robe

Gaming: 
Dark Celebration LARP, Friday, 7-9pm, Panel Room 3
Creating a Role Playing Game, Saturday, 4pm, Panel Room 3 – Rule development, character creation, 
world-building and test plays.  The experience of writing the Wyrd RPG.  Jessie Craig, Sherri Craig
Dark Celebration LARP, Saturday, 7-9pm, Panel Room 3

History: 
Society for Creative Anachronism (SCA) Demo, Saturday, 12-2pm, Event Two, The Barony of 
Axemoor



Ain't Dere No More; Cons and Clubs of the Past, Saturday, 2pm, Panel Room 3 – Raymond Boudreau, 
Jason Fisher, Ann Neagle, John Slade
The Quest for the King, Sunday, 4pm, Event 2 – Queen Dionne has spent the weekend sending worthy 
gentles out to performs chivalrous deeds.  She will now crown the worthiest of them king.

Horror: 
The Walking Dead: Are We Watching the Spinoffs?, Friday, 4pm, Panel Room 3 – With the main series
gone, are the spinoffs getting the viewership they need?  What is on the horizon for the future?  Sherri 
Craig  
Final Girl Throwdown, Friday, 10pm, Panel Room 1 – Panelists discuss their favorite Final Girls and 
see who comes out on top as the Final, Final Girl. Jessica Styons, Lucy Ferry, Frank Schiavo, Jon 
Wood
Current Trends in Horror Films – Saturday, 10am, Event 2 - Geretta Geretta, Jon Wood
Evolution of the Modern Zombie - Saturday, 11am, Event Two - Scott Kenemore 
New Horror: Back to the Basics, Saturday, 11pm, Panel Room 1, Over the last few years, we've seen a 
resurgence in good, old, “B-Grade” horror, like Abigail and M3gan.  What makes the B-Grade movies 
so much fun? Kurt Amacker, Jessie Craig, Sherri Craig, Ashley Waller
Writing Horror - Sunday, 1pm, Panel Room 2 - Ernest Russell, Charles Gramlich 
Learn Your Rules! You Better Learn Your Rules: Children, Horror and Development, Sunday, 3pm, 
Event Two – From fairy tales to Goosebumps, children are exposed to elements of horror from an early
age.  We'll discuss how being exposed to horror in childhood has shaped us, what is considered too 
young for horror and what makes it appropriate for kids of any age.  Sherri Craig

Literature: 
Reading: Introduction to the Lauren Kaye Mystery series, Friday, 10pm, Panel Room 2 – Dale 
Kesterson.
Book Discussion: Radicalized by Cory Doctorow – Saturday, 10:00am-12pm, Panel Room 2 A 
discussion of the anthology with the members of the Octavia Books Science Fiction Book Club. The
author will be in attendance. 
Reading – Charlie Brown, Saturday, 1pm, Panel Room 2 (the author and publisher Charlie Brown, not 
the Charles Shultz comics)
The Future of Libraries, Saturday, 5pm, Panel Room 1 – Jessica Styons (mod), Cory Doctorow, Sonnet 
Ireland
Signing - Cory Doctorow, Saturday, 7pm, Panel Room 2
Reading – Justin Watson, Saturday, 8pm, Panel Room 2
Fantasy Noir, Saturday, 9pm, Panel Room 2 – Charlie Brown, Ernest Russell, Charles Gramlich
Whuffie, 22 Years On, Sunday, 10am, Event One 22 years after the publication of Down and Out in the
Magic Kingdom, how feasible does the concept of a reputation economy look now? Cory Doctorow
The Age of Lovecraft - Sunday, 2pm, Panel Room 3 Lovecraft is one of those authors who many 
people have heard of, but few seem to have read. Over the last century his extensive influence can be 
found everywhere - from graphic novel and comic book appearances, popular role-playing and board 
games to Swiss surrealist paintings, heavy metal music and more. The legacy of Lovecraft’s mythos has
been revived, and since his quiet death in 1937, his legacy — once impoverished and unrecognized — 
has flourished. So when exactly is (or was) the age of Lovecraft? And if it’s now, then why? Ernest 
Russell

Main Events: 
Opening Ceremonies – Friday, Event One, 5-6pm Meet your Guests of Honor and others and hear 
stirring speeches. 



Author GOH Interview, Friday 6pm, Event One – Cory Doctorow, Alex Helwig (interviewer)
Art Show Reception – Friday, Art Show, 6:30-8:30pm Meet some of our artists while having wine, 
cheese and snacks in the Art Show. 
Escape From the Secret Lab: Nonlethal Weapons – Friday, 8-9pm, Event One, Lewis D'Aubin 
Will Nonlethal Weapon, the latest band captured by the evil Professor Pinkerton, win their release from
the Secret Lab or die?!  Come to cheer them on, or not.
The Science Fiction Dance and Drink Double Feature, presented by Area 51 – Friday, 8pm-12am, 
Event Two.
One Big Dark Room – Friday, 10pm, Event One From the lost caverns of the Crystal, the short-lived 
New Orleans' ChilledMonkeyBrains reprises its repertoire of goth tunes, cabaret, and dark fan 
favorites. A stirring mix of Orphic originals and arcane covers (slightly revised) promises to please or 
perplex everyone in an exquisitely unique sound setting 
Karaoke Party! Friday, 9-11pm, Panel Room 3, DJ Kittye
Charity Auction – Saturday, Event Two, 2-4pm Bid on cool stuff and support our charity, Youth 
Empowerment Project. 
Costume Contest – Saturday, Event One, 6-7pm (run through and pre-judging 5-6pm) Show off your 
latest costume creations for fun and (if you win) prizes! 
Clockwork Elvis – Saturday, 8pm, Event One
New Orleans' only Clockwork-Orange-themed Elvis tribute band, fronted by DC Harbold, owner of 
More Fun Comics on Oak St.  
Rydell High School Prom, Presented by The Patrol – Saturday, Event Two, 9pm-1am 
Come dance the night away with The People Your Mother Warned You About.
Art Auction – Sunday, Event Two, 2-4pm Details on how to bid, as well as the art itself, of course, can 
be found in our Art Show on Friday and Saturday. 
Charles N Brown Memorial Hawaiian Shirt Contest – Sunday, Event One, 3-4pm The late editor of 
Locus Magazine, Charles N. Brown, was known for his penchant for Hawaiian shirts. Show off your 
wildest Hawaiian style shirt. All species welcome! 
Closing Ceremonies – Sunday, Event One, 5pm Awards and results will be announced. Moving 
speeches will be made. 

Media:
Lower Decks in the 23rd Century, Friday, 3pm, Panel Room 3 – Randolph Allen
True Crime Obsession – Friday, 6pm, Event Two- Why are we so obsessed with the criminal mind? 
What draws people to serial killers, mass murderers, and the home-town mysteries? Sherri Craig, 
Ashley Waller, Kurt Amacker, Kristina McBride
All Star Wars is Good Star Wars … From a Certain Point of View, Saturday, 10am, Event One – Did 
you like the sequels?  What about the shows?  Sherri plays Devil's Advocate on the Pro side (for the 
most part) while Chris outlines major mistakes.  Jessie Craig, Sherri Craig, Patrick Gipson, Erica Welter
The Prisoner, Saturday, 11am, P anel Room 3 – Charles Becker
Pet Peeves in Writing, TV, & Films, Saturday, 12pm, Panel Room 2, everything from bad grammar to 
outright mistakes – Dale Kesterson
Enshittafication, Saturday, 1pm, Event One – Cory Doctorow
The Madness of Multiverses, Saturday, 1pm, Panel Room 1 -The Multiverse is everywhere, but what is 
the point?  Eternal series continuation?  Plot Hole Magic Eraser?  What Multiverses can/cannot and 
should/shouldn't do. Jessie Craig, Sherri Craig, Patrick Gipson
Neurodiversity in Star Trek, Saturday, 5pm, Panel Room 3 – Donald Broussard, Adam Rivas
50 Years of Rocky Horror, Saturday, 9pm, Panel, Room 1 – Kurt Amacker. Dr Joe Burns, Sherri Craig
Becoming an Extra in Local Film Productions, Saturday, 10pm, Panel Room 2 – Brian Smith, Nancy 
Jacobs, Paul Petacek



Disability Representation in Star Trek, Sunday, 10am, Panel Room 3 – Darlene Fisher, Michael Scott
Boldly Going into the 32nd Century, Sunday, 11am, Panel Room 3
Is Doctor Who Headed in the Right Direction? Sunday, 12pm, Panel Room 1 – Jason Fisher, Paul 
Petacek, Lewis D'Aubin
Has Contemporary TV Surpassed Star Trek? – Sunday, 3pm, Panel Room 3 – John Slade – At one time,
Star Trek was ground-breaking in representation and social issues.  Does it still have anything left to 
teach us?
Your Favorite Movie Sucks, Sunday, 4pm, Panel Room 3 – Frank Schiavo

Joey Grillot Memorial Film Room: 
Afro Brother Spacemen – Friday, 8-9pm John Slade presents the animated adaptation of his comic 
book series, Afro Brother Spacemen. There will be a Q&A afterwards. 
An Evening at NOWFF – Friday, 9pm-12am. From 1991 to 2003, the New Orleans Worst Film 
Festival, the brainchild of the late Alfred Richard, was an annual, 12-hour, bad movie and riffing 
marathon.  Courtesy of Liz Meinert, this will be a small taste of that with a NOWFF classic, The 
Creeping Terror and other shorts.
Midnight Schlock – Friday (well, technically, Saturday), 12am In honor of the late Alfred Richard, we 
will riff on a surprise gem from the annals of wretched, bargain-basement cinema. 
All other film offerings will be listed on the sign outside of the movie room.

Paranormal: 
Is it Haunted or is it Cursed? Know the Difference! Friday, 4pm, Event One – Kalila Smith
Living in the Age of Disclosure - Friday, 8pm, Panel Room 1 What an exciting time to be alive, we are 
indeed living in the age of disclosure! Revelations are happening every day and our governments are 
finally admitting their involvement. Come and join the discussion as we review the latest news and 
learn how we can make the disclosure process easier on our family and friends. Dr Charlotte Pipes 
Tea Time Tarot Talk and Trade, Saturday, 5pm, Panel Room 2 – Frank Schiavo
Ghost, Angel, Alien or Cryptid? - Saturday, 11pm, Panel Room 3 Audience members will be 
encouraged to describe their own personal encounters with supernatural beings. Together, we will 
discuss your experiences and try to categorize your encounter. Rob Cerio, Kalila Smith
Vagabonds of the Spiritual Realm: Psychic Vampires, Spirit Attachments, and Possessions, Sunday, 
1pm, Event 2 -Kalila Smith

Potpourri:
How to Wear a Sari, Friday, 4pm, Panel Room 2 – Debi Chowdhury
Urban Foraging, Friday, 7pm, Panel Room 2 – Sarah Fisher
Absinthe: Spirit of History and Mystery - Friday, 9pm, Panel Room 3 Take a swirling journey into the 
Green Fairy’s realm! From Gothic horror and decadent poetry to fantasy tales and Impressionist 
masterpieces, absinthe has haunted the imagination for centuries. We’ll explore its history, its 
chemistry (mad science alert!), and its artistic inspiration, plus peek at its modern-day revival. 
Presented by a veteran researcher and absinthe maker who knows how to summon the spirit properly. 
Includes tasting. (Sorry, adults only!)  Charles Becker 
Sex Toys of the Future – Friday, 11pm, Panel Room 1- Louise Herring-Jones, Bryan Jones 
Fit Fans, Saturday, 10am, Panel Room 3 – Jessica Styons, Sean “Scungy” Scontrino, Julie Schiavo Sci-
Fi fandom seems to discourage physical activity with its emphasis on things like reading, gaming and 
watching films.  How do they do it?
Geocaching 101, Saturday, 12pm, Panel Room 3 - Andrea Stermin
Cultures of Corruption: Fermentation with Zuggtmoy & Jubilex, Saturday, 11pm, Panel Room 2 -Do 
you dare sip the sacred slime? Join your fellow Acolytes of Ooze as we pay tribute to the Demon Queen



of Fungi and the Faceless Lord of Slime. Together we’ll explore the eldritch art of fermentation: kefir, 
kombucha, and other bubbling brews that writhe with life. Learn how to conjure drinks so alive they 
might just burble back at you. Warning: side effects may include spontaneous chanting, uncanny 
effervescence, and a new appreciation for your refrigerator as a spawning pit. Stephen Murrish
The Amalgamation of Non-Aligned Lifeforms Starfleet (21+), Saturday, 11pm, Event One, In the 
1980's and 90's, the Admirals, Amigas and assorted officials of ANALS, alter egos of many in New 
Orleans regional fandom, publicized their fictional and comical adventures and scandals in newsletters
distributed at cons.  There were also lots of parties.  All members of  the Amalgamation are invited to 
participate.  If you have mics, bring them.
The Ups and Downs of Running a Nerd Business, Sunday, 10am, Panel Room 2 – Alicia Dardar
Christian Prayer Service – Sunday, 10am, Event Two - Raymond Boudreau 
Reconciling Faith and Reason - Sunday, 3pm, Panel Room 2 - Raymond Boudreau, Father Jeff 

Science: 
Ask a Rocket Scientist! Friday, 2pm, Event One – What have you always wondered about? (caveat – it's 
not stump a rocket scientist!) Les Johnson
Dreams and Creativity - Friday, 5pm, Panel Room 2 Charles Gramlich 
The James Webb Space Telescope - Saturday, 2pm, Panel Room 1- Kathy Beauford, Maj Jud Ergle
Europa Clipper and Best Bets for Life in our Solar System, Saturday, 3pm, Panel Room 1 - Kathy 
Beauford, Maj Jud Ergle
How Are the DOGE Cuts Affecting NASA? Saturday, 4pm, Event One – Les Johnson
Atomic Rockets, Saturday, 6pm, Panel Room 1   – Les Johnson, Kathy Beauford, Michael Scott
I Grok AI, But Not Why You Think, Sunday, 11am, Event One, AI, the bane of educators, publishers 
and creatives everywhere.  But Grok is my buddy and I'll tell you why.  Let's have a real discussion on 
AI, the good, the bad and the ugly.  Kurt Amacker, Sherri Craig

Writing and Publishing: 
Introduction to Podcasting and Audiodramas for Writers, Friday, 4pm, Event Two –Anyone whoe likes 
to write their stories in episodic format (such as screenwriting for tv shows) might consider taking 
advantage of the rising popularity of fiction podcasts to publish their original work and start a 
fanbase.  How to do this without a lot of technical knowledge or breaking the bank. Jessie Craig, 
Patrick Gipson
Writing a Mystery Shouldn't BE One, Friday, 6pm, Panel Room 1 – tips on how to craft a murder mystery 
Dale Kesterson, R. Kyle Hannah 
Fandom Verse – Friday, 8pm, Panel Room 2 Poetry workshop. Writing exercises and sharing. Tapping into 
your inner geek for inspiration! Sherri Craig, Erica Welter, Ashley Waller 
Writing the Naughty Bits: How Far is Too Far?, Friday, 11pm, Panel Room 3 – Violence, sex, drug use – we
may need these in our story to tell it effectively, but how much is too much?  How to determine where to 
draw the line and how to ensure our readers know what they are getting into when they open our books.  
Sherri Craig, Patrick Gipson, Ashley Waller
Getting Published – Saturday, 11am, Panel Room 1 – Louise Herring-Jones, Rob Cerio, Toni 
Weisskopf, Justin Watson 
The Baen Books Travelling Road Show - Saturday, 2pm, Event One -Toni Weisskopf
Pantsing vs Outlines and Everything in Between, Saturday, 5pm, Event Two -Dale Kesterson (mod), 
Rob Cerio, Charles Gramlich, Les Johnson, Ernest Russell
Archtypes, Stereotypes, and Tropes: A Writer's Toolbox – Saturday, 6pm, Panel Room 3 What are the 
elements of good storytelling that draw in readers. What elements push people away? How to use 
classic elements to tell a story and think about fan favorite elements, too. Sherri Craig, Patrick Gipson, 
Ashley Waller
Period & Historical Writing: Accuracy & Using Real People, Saturday, 8pm, Panel Room 1 – Dale 



Kesterson
POV - the Pluses and Minuses of Each, Saturday, 10pm, Event One - Dale Kesterson (mod), Charles 
Gramlich, Kyle Hannah, Justin Watson
Characters: Quirks, Foibles, or Perfect, Sunday, 11am, Event Two - giving each character personality 
and unique voices  Dale Kesterson (mod), Kyle Hannah, Rob Cerio, Ernest Russell, Justin Watson
Accurate Depictions of Military and Law Enforcement for Fiction Writers, Sunday, 12pm, Panel Room 
3, Common misconceptions and mistakes writers make when incorporating law enforcement and 
military in their tales.  Kurt Amacker, Patrick Gipson, Erica Welter 
How to Charm an Editor, Sunday, 12pm, Event Two – Charlie Brown (mod), Kyle Hannah, Louise 
Herring-Jones, Toni Weisskopf
The Voices That Made Us, Sunday, 1pm, Panel Room 3 – Who and What are our inspirations for 
writing what we write?  How do we manifest these inspirations in our choice of stories, settings, 
characters and plots?  How a writer way find inspiration in some unusual sources.  Sherri Craig, 
Patrick Gipson, Ashley Waller
Writing Horror – Sunday, 1pm, Event 2 Charles Gramlich, Ernest Russell, Tedd Walley  


